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(a)(4) and (a)(8) through (15) of this sec-
tion to the Captain of the Port of the
port or place of departure at least 4
hours before departing, unless this re-
port was made within 2 hours after the
barge’s arrival.

[CGD 79–026, 48 FR 35404, Aug. 4, 1983, as
amended by CGD 86–055, 54 FR 14078, Apr. 7,
1989; CGD 94–027, 59 FR 39460, Aug. 3, 1994;
CGD 94–089, 61 FR 50235, Sept. 25, 1996]

§ 160.215 Notice of hazardous condi-
tions.

Whenever there is a hazardous condi-
tion either aboard a vessel or caused by
a vessel or its operation, the owner,
agent, master, operator, or person in
charge shall immediately notify the
nearest Coast Guard Marine Safety of-
fice or Group office. (Compliance with
this section does not by itself discharge
the duty of compliance with 46 CFR
4.05–10.)

[CGD 94–027, 59 FR 39460, Aug. 3, 1994]

PART 161—VESSEL TRAFFIC
MANAGEMENT

Subpart A—Vessel Traffic Services

GENERAL RULES

Sec.
161.1 Purpose and Intent.
161.2 Definitions.
161.3 Applicability.
161.4 Requirement to carry the rules.
161.5 Deviations from the rules.

SERVICES, VTS MEASURES, AND OPERATING

REQUIREMENTS

161.10 Services.
161.11 VTS measures.
161.12 Vessel operating requirements.
161.13 VTS Special Area operating require-

ments.

Subpart B—Vessel Movement Reporting
System

161.15 Purpose and intent.
161.16 Applicability.
161.17 Definitions.
161.18 Reporting requirements.
161.19 Sailing Plan (SP).
161.20 Position Report (PR).
161.21 Sailing Plan Deviation Report (DR).
161.22 Final Report (FR).
161.23 Reporting exemptions.

Subpart C—Vessel Traffic Service Areas,
Cooperative Vessel Traffic Service
Area, Vessel Traffic Service Special
Areas and Reporting Points

161.25 Vessel Traffic Service New York
Area.

161.30 Vessel Traffic Service Louisville.
161.35 Vessel Traffic Service Houston/Gal-

veston.
161.40 Vessel Traffic Service Berwick Bay.
161.45 Vessel Traffic Service St. Marys

River.
161.50 Vessel Traffic Service San Francisco.
161.55 Vessel Traffic Service Puget Sound

and the Cooperative Vessel Traffic Serv-
ice for the Juan de Fuca Region.

161.60 Vessel Traffic Service Prince William
Sound.
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1994, unless otherwise noted.
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GENERAL RULES

§ 161.1 Purpose and Intent.
(a) The purpose of this part is to pro-

mulgate regulations implementing and
enforcing certain sections of the Ports
and Waterways Safety Act (PWSA) set-
ting up a national system of Vessel
Traffic Services that will enhance
navigation, vessel safety, and marine
environmental protection, and promote
safe vessel movement by reducing the
potential for collisions, rammings, and
groundings, and the loss of lives and
property associated with these inci-
dents within VTS areas established
hereunder.

(b) Vessel Traffic Services provide
the mariner with information related
to the safe navigation of a waterway.
This information, coupled with the
mariner’s compliance with the provi-
sions set forth in this part, enhances
the safe routing of vessels through con-
gested waterways or waterways of par-
ticular hazard. Under certain cir-
cumstances, a VTS may issue direc-
tions to control the movement of ves-
sels in order to minimize the risk of
collision between vessels, or damage to
property or the environment.

(c) The owner, operator, charterer,
master, or person directing the move-
ment of a vessel remains at all times
responsible for the manner in which
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